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A FEW HINTS, Kc. 


SIR, 

A you have made the Preſs the Vehicle of 
conveying to the World ſome very copious 
Remarks of yours on the Sermon of the Rev. 
Dr. Tatham, I preſume that the ſame Privilege 
is not to be denied to me (or any other Perſon 
who ſhall think proper) to examine your“ De- 
fence of the Methodiſts”; though moſt probably 
the Expence attendant thereupon will not be ſo 
amply defrayed as yours; for the ſame Method 
will not be had recourſe to for the diſpolal of 
the Publication as is generally adopted by vour 
Society for the Diſtribution of ſuch Pamphlets 
as are publiſhed in Defence of Methodiſm :---I 
mean that we ſhall not have any Bookſeller wait- 
ing at the Doors of our Places of Worſhip, to 
vend them to all who are diſpoſed to purchaſe. 
But be the Profit or Loſs as it may, this I can 
aſſure you, that I am not induced to write from 
any Motives of“ filthy Lucre” ; and truſt it pro- 
ceeds as much from conſcientious Motives and a 
Regard for Truth, as were impreſſed upon you 
when you ſet about the Vindication of Metho- 
diſm, againſt, what you are pleaſed to denomi- | 
os | nate, 
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nate, Dr. Tatham's Calumnies. That being the 
caſe, I need no more apologize to you than you 
did to him; and as my Sentiments will be ftated 
with a Spirit of Chriitian Love, I hope for the 
ſame candid Peruſal as you have ſolicited for 
yours. 

Now if giving the Lie (as p. 3o) be incon- 
ſiſtent with Chriſtian Meekneſs, why then moit 
certainly you have deviated from thoſe Pro- 
feſſions you made in the very Outſet of your 
Remarks (p. 3); but I do not ſay that it is wholly 
inconſiſtent with that Temper, ſince even the 
meek Jeſus uſed that Style, with many other 
Terms of ſevere Reprobation, reſpecting the 
Jews. John viii. 55. However, it certainly 
is in oppoſition to the Maxims of worldly Po- 
liteneſs, and not well according with that 
Precept of Courteſy which St. Peter enjoins 
in his 1ſt Epiſtle, ch. in. v. 8. Indeed 
I ſcarce know any 'Term more opprobrious, or 
provoking, than to be called a Liar; and had 
you made uſe of ſuch Language to me in Perſon, 
moſt probably neither your Sanctity nor even 
your Age would have prevented you from re- 
ceiving what your Behaviour would fo juſtly 
merit---a' knock-down Argument : not from my 
Tongue, but from an Inſtrument which per- 
haps would make a more ſenſible Impreſſion of 
its Weight and Power.“ But ſince the Inſult 
is not offered to me, my Temper is unruffled; 
and I hope it will remain ſo cool throughout this, 
Epiſtle, 


* See Note at the End. 
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FEpiſtle, that T ſhall never fail to expreſs myſelf 
in Terms becoming the Dignity of Chriſtian Diſ- 
putation ; and am rather ſurprized that a Man 
poſſelſing the Copia Verborum,* and Sanctity of Mr. 
Benſon ſhould once utter ſo illiberal an Expreſ- 
fon, particularly from his Pen. An unguarded 
Word may fall from the Lips of the molt placid, 
when much provoted ; but, when written and ſent 
to Preſs, it certainly implies no ſmall Share of 
Rancour, and a Heart not ſo purified from innate 
Corruption, as he would mike Mankind believe 
his to be. However, perſonal Invective is not my 
Object ; nor have I Authority for uſing ſuch Lan- 
guage, for I ncver heard your Name mentioned 
but once, which was not til] laſt Week, and then 
in Terms of the higheſt Reſpect. That induced 
me to wilh for a Sight of your Remarks on the 
Doctor, and accordingly I borrowed them of a 
Friend; nor have I now the leaſt Reaſon to think 
the Repreſentation of your Character was a falſe 
one ; in ſhort, my Veneration for you 1s in- 
creaſed, and I even wiſh to be (if not altogether 
as you are, yet) in a great Meaſure partaking 
of your Likeneſs both in Learning and Piety : 
but as Men look through different Mediums, 
the Objects they contemplate do not appear 
alike to all; and as it is poſſible for the wiſeſt and 
beſt of Men to be miſtaken, (and I preſume you 
do not lay claim to his Holineſs the Pope's Pri- 


* The Abundance of Words. This Tranſlation is given for the 
fake of my unlatinized Readers. 
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vilege of Infallibility), ſo you muſt excuſe me if 
my Opinion is that your Judgment is warped 
from Rectitude by the Heat of your Zeal ; and there- 
fore calmly to point out your Errors is one great 
Object of this Letter, at the ſame time to guard 
others (as far as Jam able) from beingdeceived 
by your fallacious, though probably well- meant, 
Reaſons. | 

Such is the Incoherence of your Strictures, 
that I am puzzled to find out a Method of ar- 
ranging my Thoughts in a clear connected Plan ; 
and therefore a ſimilar want of Connexion may 
be expected in this Anſwer; and perhaps no 
leſs extraneous Matter may be introduced than 
is in yours. 

Nor am I lefs perplexed at this Moment to 
conlider whether it would be moſt proper to at- 
fix my Name to this Reply, or to conceal it ; 
for if the World were to know that it was writ- 
ten by a young Man in Obſcurity, it might 
have leſs Weight with them, or the Motives of his 
Conduct may be more cenſured, than if pub- 
liſhed under anonymous Secrecy. This Plan I 
intend to adopt *; though I doubt not but you 
will be anſwered (if you are not already) by 
Men who are much better qualified to enter in- 
to the Field of Controverſy than what I am, or 
ever ſhall be, and whom no Fears will, nor 
need, reſtrain from the public Avowal of their 
Name. 


But 


* See Note at the End. 
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But ſtrong, clear, and convincing as may be 
their Refutation of the Principles contained in 
your Defence, yet I am not on that Account to 
be debarred from the Exerciſe of my Endeavours 
at the fame Object, ſince it is poſſible that my 
Sentiments may fall into the Hands of ſome who 
may never ſee theirs, as on the contrary, theirs 
may circulate where mine will never reach. 

Now though I cannot, like you, boaſt of 
upwards of twenty Years Labour in the Miniſ- 
terial Vocation, (p. 40) nor even a third Part 
of that Time, yet, with the mind untainted by 
Party Prejudice, the following Sentiments will 
not be contemned on that account ; and to thoſe 
who may be biaſſed by tuch a narrow Mode of 
judging, I beg Leave to recommend the due 
Conlideration of that Paſſage of St. Paul in his 
Iſt Epiſtie to Timotay, where he ſays “ Let no 
Man deſpite thy Youth.” ch. iv. v. 12.---With 
the ignorant indeed, or thoſe who will not be at 
the trouble to examine the Validity of any Doc- 
trine propoſed to them, by the ſame Plan as 
the Bereans did, but form hatty Conciafions and 
determine the Rectitude of any Sentiment from 
external Circumſtances; with fuca Perſons the ve- 
nerable Appearance of the Orator has ſtrong Preva- 
lence to iway their Opinions, aud the Ideas which 
are promulged from the Lips of a Man whoſe 
Head is either hoary with Age, or ſurrounded 
with the ſapient Locks of a fuli Cauliflower Per- 
riwig, no doubt will have much more Weight, 

3 much 


„ 
much more implicit Credence, than ſuch In- 
ſtructions as they may receive from the ſpruce 
Head of a modern young Cleric. But thoſe are 
little better than Traps to catch the Senſes, and 
can have Influence with none but the Vulgar, 
and thoſe who will not think for themſelves. 

Thus much, Sir, by way of Preface, and now 
to the Matter to be diſcuſſed. 

Within the firſt Fourteen Pages of your De- 
fence there is little that I can object to. Your 
Reaſoning is cogent and well-founded, for it is 
built on the Rock of our Salvation---Jeſus 
Chriſt the Righteous, and therefore it will ſtand. 
Indeed in p. 6, there is one Remark which I 
muſt not paſs over unnoticed. In treating upon 
the Integrity of the Socinian Teachers, you ſay 
that Some of them have given unequivocal 
„ Proofs of that, by renouncing their Temporal 
«© Emoluments in the Church.” Now I deem 
this no Proof at all of their Integrity, and for 
theſe two Reaſons, 1ſt. Becauſe they did not 
renounce thoſe Advantages with the certain Aſ- 
ſurance of Poverty, on account of their profeſſing 
ſuch Tenets, but with a probable Hope of their 
acquiring much more ; and I think you cannot 
give me an Inſtance, where thoſe Expectations 
have not been realized, by the Emoluments 
they have derived from the Sale and Rental of 
Pews within the Chapels which they have erected 
for the purpoſe of diſſeminating their Opinions : 
and thus if Men relinquiſh a ſmaller Advantage 

| | | to 
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to accept of a greater, I ſee no great Sacrifice 
made for the free Enjoyment of their religious 
Tenets. And 2dly, It is but a Virtue proceed- 
ing from Neceſſity; for as ſuch Opinions are in- 
compatible with the eſtabliſhed Miniſtry of this 
Land, they would of courſe be compelled to re- 
linquith their Benefices, and therefore they re- 
nounce or give up what they will not be ſuffered 
to hold any longer. 

In p. 15, you propoſe this Queſtion, ** Do 
you ſuppoſe that Skill in Languages, &c. can 
give an ungodly Man a Right to teach God- 
lineſs?“ Mott undoubtedly that Skill alone 
cannot give him a Right. Thoſe Acquirements in 
themſelves, certainly cannot give any Man a 
Right to aſſume the Paſtoral Othce, or if ſo, we 
thould be peſtered with more Self-ordained Teach- 
ers than we have already. But having yourſelf _ 
given a flat Negative to your own Queſtion, you 
immediately ſubjoin, ** Nor the Impoſition of a 
* Biſhop's hand added thereto.” Now in this 
Aſſertion you are wrong. A Biſhop can give an 
ungodly Man a Right to teach Goptiness. If 
you had ſaid a Biſhop could not give an ungodly 
Man a Right to teach wngodlineſs, I would admit 
the Verity of your Aſſertion, for a Biſhop has 
no ſuch Power committed to him, but he has 
the Power to fend Men cut to teach Godlineſs; 
and though a prudent Bilhop would not know- 
ingly appoint a bad Man to that ſacred Office, 
(leſt, as his life might give the Lie to his Doctrine, 

it 
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it would, if not render all his Labours abot- 
* tive,” (p. 16), at leaſt weaken the Efficacy 
of moſt of them, among thoſe who are more in- 
fluenced by Example than Precept), yet if he 
teaches Godlineſs or ſound Doctrine, though he 
{hould (as Mr. Wollaſton expreſſes it) live a Lie, 
though he ſhould not be a Pattern to his Flock 
in all Holineſs, nor an Example of the Believers, 
it will not free them from their Obligations to 
obſerve what he inculcates, ſo far as he inſtructs 
them with © Sound Speech which cannot be 
* condemned.” 

This you have admitted yourſelf, for you ſay, 
(and very juſtly) that the Duty of Mankind is not 
to be led by the Ability or Integrity, by the In- 
tellectual Endowments or Uprightneſs, of their 
Teachers, but to enquire if the Dodlrine they teach be 
true, and if fo, then it behoves them to practice 
what, after ſuch enquiry, they ſind to be right, 
and the Way of Truth. The profligacy of the 
Miniſter's Lite will grievouſly add to his own 
Condemnation, but will not exculpate his Hear- 
ers from the Neglect of any one of their Duties. 
This Doctrine is implied in ſome diſtant manner 
in the xxvith Article of our Church. And now, 
Sir, as I have alluded to this Article, I hope you 
will excuſe me if I, who am Young, do give to 
you my Elder, an wholeſome Admonition from 
thence. 

You have taken upon you the Office of a Spiritual 
Counſellor and Guide. (The Right to that 

| Office 
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Office I ſhall queſtion hereafter when I come to 
{peak of Ordination). That being the Caſe I make 
a candid Appeal to yourſelf, if you would not 
be doing as eſſential a Service to the Intereſts of 
Chriſt's Kingdom as you now do, if, after hav- 
ing ſelected a ſuitable Text, you were to take 
this Article as the Subje to be illuſtrated, and 
by the Force of your Eloquence to prove to 
Mankind that the Impiety of the Lives of their 
Clergy (if they happened to live under the Mi- 
niſtry of ſuch Wretches) did not in the leaſt de- 
prive them of any Benefits to be derived from 
the Means of Grace which Chriſt had promiſed 
them through the Functions of the Prieſtly Office. 
The Object of our Saviour's Miſſion was not only 
to bring Glory to God, but Peace upon Earth, 
external as well as internal Peace; and by no means, 
can we forward theſe gracious Deſigns, ſo likely as 
by recommending Union, and by perſuading 
Men to be of one Mind, and to refort to one 
Place for the Worſhip of their Creator, their 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Now if it is on any 
occaſion lawful for you to invade the Prieſt's 
Ollice, certainly it muſt be on ths; and by an 
Oration of this fort you would be more inſtru- 
mental to effect theſe kind Intentions of our 
Redeemer than by endeavouring to impreſs the 
Minds of the People with Sentiments of the In- 
efficacy of the Labours of theſe Men who are 
| ** duty appointed to watch over their Souls;” and 
for the neglect of which they muſt ** give ac- 
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„count,“ with a terrible Sentence to be de- 
nounced againſt them at the coming of our Lord 
to Judgment. I ſay much better would you act 
by thus ſtriving to promote Peace and Unity, 
than by endeavouring to draw Men off from 
Churches. to Conventicles, on the Suppoſition 
that the Preſence and Bleſſing of the Lord Jeſus 
was more abundantly to be felt under the Mini- 
{try of ſuch (unauthoriſed, ſeif-ordained, / Teachers. 
Oh! Mr. Benſon! how can a Man of your Spi- 
ritual Knowledge promulge a Sentiment fo re- 
pugnant to the whole Drift and Tenor of thoſe 
ſacred Oracles? What! Does the bleſſing of God 
among the People depend upon the Virtue of 
the Prieſt? Or will the Iniquity of the Paſtor 
deprive the Flock of the Mercy and Loving Kind- 
neſs of the Lord? For ſhame, Sir! that you ever 
broached an Idea capable of ſuch Interpreta- 
tion! Bluſh, Sir! that you once uttered a Sen- 
timent which would admit of ſo unmercitui a 


Conſtruction! How is your Conduct to be recon- 


ciled with that of St. Paul? When a Diviſion 
aroſe amongſt his Corinthian Converts, and they 
began to file off into Sects and Parties, one cry- 
ing out that I am of Paul, another exclaiming I 
am of Apollos, and another, I ain of Cephas, each 
ſuppoſing their own Leader to be the beſt Man, 
and that they thould derive molt Benefit by fol- 
lowing him as their Teacher, and perhaps ex- 
pecting God's Bleiling to attend on him more 
than the others, how did he compoſe theſe un- 


happy 
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happy Differences? Or, what Method did he 
adopt to reconcite the contending Parties? Why 
inltead of attempting to vilify Apollos and Ce- 
phas, and to magnify kmelf ; inſtead of perſuad- 
ing them that ſuch as followed kis Miniſtry, would 
derive greater Bleſſings from God than thoſe 
ho adhered to his Fellow-labourers in the Word; 
he, fraught with Humility, and with a Spirit of 
Wiſdom which foreſees the Iſſues of Circum— 
ſtances however trilling in their Origin, together 
with a true paternal Solicitude for their Ever-- 
laſting Welfare, breaks forth into this tender 
Sirain of infpired Oratory,---+* Whothen is Paul, 
and who is Apollos, but Miniſters by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every 
mant I have planted, Apollos watered; but 
Go gave the Increaſe.” Ch. iii. 5. thereby 
teaching them that if they expected to derive 
any good from the Miniſtry of either of their 
Teachers they mull aſk it of God, and not alcribe 
that Power to the Creature which is only due to 
the Creator. 

Oh! if the ſame Spirit of Humility did but ac- 
tuate all thoſe who profeſs themſelves Teachers of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, we ſhould not then find 
ſuch Carnal Strife and Diviſions among us, as 
do now ſubſiſt, but linked together with one 
Bond of Amity, and impreſſed with one univerſal 
Love of a crucified Jeſus, we {ſhould not walk 
as Men whoſe Minds are in Darkneſs and know 
not tne Truth, but ſhould ardently ſtrive to 
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exceed each other in Holineſs, and to“ adorn 
*© the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all Things.“ 
Titus 11. 10. 

Mr. Benſon, let me adviſe you to take the 
Conduct of the Apoſtle in this reſpect as a Model, 
and do all you can to concur with the eſtabliſhed 
Miniſtry in one common Cauſe by one common Way. 

Surely you are not ſenſible that Schiſm is a 
heinous Crime, or you would not be the Leader 
of a Party who are guilty of it ;---guilty of it ina 
greater Degree than other Sectaries: and for this 
Reaſon. You ſay that * you (the Methodiſts) 
* cordially approve in general even of the Ser- 
% vice of our Church, but much more of her 
** Dcctrines,” p. 55. That being the Caſe, you 
have no Cloak for your Sin,” for you become 
Schiſmatics only for Non-eſſentials. Other Sec- 
taries diſſent from us on account of ſome Dofrinal 
Opinion to which they cannot agree; and fo far as 
they do ſo conſaentzouſly, (and not from any worldly 
Views, or from an obſtinate Adherence to it, 
becauſe they were brought up in it, without believ- 
ing it any more coniormable to Scripture than 
we are of the eſtabliſlied Church,) ſo far are they 
to be excuſed from the Guilt of Schiſm, as the y 
did it ignorantly: but not fo with you. 

Here now I ſincerely with that this Sentence 
may be duly confidered by every Methodiſt and 
Difienter who thall read it, or hear it redde.* 
Do not attempt to juſtify yourſelves on the Plea 
'H * See Note at the End. ” 
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of the immoral Lives of the Clergy. That Plea 
will be like the Staff of the bruiſed Reed, „ it 
will pierce the Hand of him that leans upon 
it,” 2d of Kings, ch. xvii. 21. for there are 
Laws in our Land which are effectual to remove 
that Grievance if duly entorced; nay the very 
Article I before quoted ſays thus: Neverthe- 
„ lets, it appertaineth to the Diſcipline of the 
© Church, that Enquiry be made of evil Miniſters, 
and that they be accuſed by thoſe that have 
+ Knowledge of their Offences; and finally be- 
ing found guilty, by juſt Judgment bedepoled.” 

So that you ſee there are Laws to guard againft 
the Vices of the Clergy, as well as of the Laity. 
If therefore you Methodiſts are in Reality, what 
you pretend to be, firm Believers in Chriſt's 
Goſpel, and anxious for the Satvation of Souls, 
no Conlideraiions of human Fear, no worldly 
Motives, will prevent you from ſeeing that ſuch 
wholeſome Laws be duly executed, fince they 
are of ſuch great good Jendency to promote the 
Eternal Intereſts of Mankind; and by this reſolute 
Conduct you would become the Lights of the 
World, and “ public Bleſſings" (p. 43) in thoſe 
Places wherever ye may dwell. You would thus 
be a Check upon Clerical Impiety, and, by re- 
moving impure Teachers, wouid have no need 
to 1cfort to Conventicles and Schiſmatic Places 
of Worſhip to hear the pure Word of Truth, 


but would have the **. unadulterated Goſpel of Feſus 
% Chrift” (p. 17) taught in our Churches. 
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By thus enforcing Church Diſcipline, the 
Morals of both Prieſts and People would be hap- 
pily improved, the Face of our Land would be 
changed from Impiety to Holineſs, and we ſhould 
be turned from the Power of Satan unto God. 
Our Vijitations would then be attended to upon 
the excellent Principles of their Inſtitution and 
Frimitixe Uſage, and no longer remain (what I am 
Jorry to confeſs they now are) little better than 
Meetings pro Forma, where the Clergy meet to 
care at and compliment each other in the habili- 
ments ot their Order, to hear a controverſial 
Sermon which is not long remembered, to liſten 
lo a wholeſome Charge that is too ſeldom ob- 
ſerved in Practice, and afterwards to eat and drink 
ſo much perhaps beyond the Bounds of Temper— 
ance, that they cannot with any Decency or 
Propriety rebuke their Church-Wardens and 
Pariſhioners for reeling about the Streets, leſt the 
Rebuke ſhould be too juſtly retorted upon them, 
Tuo THAT PREACHEST TO OTHERS, AND ART 
„% THYSELF A CasTawar.” 1ft Corinth. ix, 27. 
Theſe, Mr. Benſon, are the happy Fruits 
which may reaſonably be expected if thoſe Godly 
Perſons of this Nation, denominated Methodiſts, 
would leave off their Conventicle Aſſociations; 
and, being content with the orderly Miniſtry 
of the Word from thoſe Men “ duly appointed” 
to become their Spiritual Guides, would, in 
their reſpective Pariſhes, ſee that the coercive 
Laws of the Church be carried into Force againit 
the Diſobedient and Refractory. Its 
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Its now paſt Two; my Eyelids are diſpoſed 
to ſlumber; therefore I ſhail now reſign my- 
telt to the Image of Death, and when I awake 
up in the Morning will reſume my Pen, and 
communicate my further Thoughts upon your 
Deicnce. 

Your well-wiſher, 


WM. RUSSEL. 
July 29, 1793. 


LETTER II. 


SIR, . 

V 7 HETHER or not the ſitting up ſo long laſt 

| Night has affected me, I am not certain; 
but this I can aſſure you, that my Head is not 
ſo clear, nor am I capable of reaſoning with as 
much Cogency as I could then. However as I 
mean to ſend my Sentiments to the Preſs as 
ſoon as poſſible, will go on with the Reviſal of 
your Defence. If it would not be an Offence to 
the Deity to pray to Him for a ſupernatural II- 
lumination of the Mind, when the natural Fa- 
cultics he has beſtowed upon me are ſufficient 
tor the Purpoſe, I would aſk for a ſpirit of Diſ- 
cernment to enable me to refute ſome of the 
Traſh and Falihood which you have there 


advanced.---In p. 18, you ailert ** It is not our 
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© Cuſtom to meddle with the Clergy.” This De- 
claration ſeems to me rather vague in its Mean— 
ing, but (in whatever Senſe J take it) it is not 
founded in Truth. That you do meddle with 
thoſe Duties which belong to the Prieſtly Of- 
fice, I have before proved; but if you mean by 
not meddling with the Clergy, that it is not your 
Cuſtom to revile them, that Aſertion is no leſs 
falſe than the other. Whenever I have known 
the Methodiſts gain a new Footing in any place, 
and enter there with a view of Proſelytiſm, 
(and in this reſpect the Methodiſts are like thoſe 
Phariſees whom our Saviour denominated Hypo- 
crites, for theſe Men, like thoſe of old, will com- 
paſs Sea and Land to make one Proſelyte; I ſay 
when they get new Footing any where,) or 
when a freſh Preacher has come amongſt a So- 
ciety of them previouſly formed, the general 
Subject of their primary Harangue has been a 
Declaration of * their own pious Intentions, an 
* attectionate Lamentation for the general Dark- 
* neſs of Mankind in ſpiritual Knowledge, and 
therefore that they are come amongſt them to 
* enlighten them, to take off the Film which the 
Devil has put upon them, which is the Reaſon 
why they hive ſo long groped about in the 
Doerkneſs of Ungodlineſs, but that the Hea- 
venly Powder which they wilt blow into their 
Eyes will remove this Film, and they will ſee 
clcarly the Things which belong unto their 
Peace: in ſhort, that they are ſent to preach 
to 
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to them the fure and genuine Word of God, 
* and to make them acquainted with thoſe great 
Doctrinal Truths, of which they have hitherto 
been ignorant---1gnorant as the Beaſts that 
* periſh !'---Now as the Bulk of Mankind, though 
not learned, are nevertheleſs capable of reaſon- 
ing by Inferences, what Deductions do they infer 
from ſuch Declarations as theſe ? Why that 
though their Clergy are ſet apart, and what is 
more, AD, to inſtruct them in theſe eſſential 
Branches of Knowledge, yet they are either 
„ blind Watchmen and ignorant, or elſe that 
they are dumb Dogs that cannot bark ; or lazy, 
lying down and loving to lumber, and only 
looking to their Garin.” Iſaiah Ivi. 10. Now 
Mr. B. whatever you may judge of ſuch Conduct 
I know not; but in my Opinion this is med- 
dling with the Clergy” with a Vengeance ; and 
though it may be the Means of augmenting the 
Number of Adherents of Methodiſm, yet real 
genuine Chriſtianity has ſeldom been planted 
by ſuch Means. The reviling and abuſing the 
Clergy, either directly or indirectly, and depre- 
ciating their Principles, is not the likely way to 
make their Miniſtry more efficacious among 
the People, nor, to effect what you ſeem ſo ardently 
to wiſh for, that is, to diffuſe the true Spirit of 
the Goſpel ; but to enlarge the Kingdom of Satan: 
for, as the Hiſtory of paſt Ages hath invariably 
informed us, in proportion as the Miniſters of 
the Sanctuary are lightly eſteemed, and not in 
* Favour with the People,” a Depravity of 
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Morals will prevail, the Duties of Religion will 
be neglected, and Vice will reign triumphant.* 

In p. 25 you ſay that “ You are not ſo illite- 
rate a People as the Doctor ſeems to ima- 
„ gine.“ Taking you collectively as a People 
who are the Followers of Weſley, I believe you 
have only ſmall Pretenſions to Literature, and 
can boaſt of but very few Converts who are far 
emerged from Ignorance. I do not mean to 
ſay that all thoſe who are unjuſtly ſligmatized 
with the Appellation of Methodiſts, are Perſons 
of but little Erudition : no! there are, and 
have been, many of the zealouſly pious Members 
of the Church of England, no leſs eminent for 
their Learning than Piety. But, as Weſleyans, 
I believe Science muſt droop her Head, if ſhe 
depends upon your Society for Support. Even 
amongſt the Teachers of that Sect, though there 


have been, and perhaps are now, ſome eminent 


for ſtrong natural Talents improved by great 
Cultivation, yet, from the generality of them, 
poor Priſcian often ſuffers a broken Head. 


* In the Concluſion of a Letter wrote near a Cenfury ago, and 
now in Poſſeſhon of a Friend, are theſe judicious and well-ex- 
preſſed Obſervations ; and being ſo adapted to the Point I have 
now been arguing, will therefore give them a place in thiz Note. 

© The Truth is, the Laity need not read any Invectives to whet, 
« their III-will againſt the Clergy 3 their Prejudices are already 
« keen enough againſt them, whether with or without Cauſe. 

% know you have endeavoured to obviate any Miſconſtruc- 
ce tion, but IIl- affected Perſons always take things by the wortt 
© Handle, and liſten to any Objection that pleaſes them, without 
““ regarding the Anſwer.” | 


It 
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Tt is true eur Salvation does not depend upon 
ſuch an Apoſtate Chriſtian as he was, nor upon 
any other Philologiſt ; and though I admit with 
you, that a Man who underſtands only that 
one Tongue in which he is to ſpeak, if he be 
well acquainted with the Scriptures, 1s better 
qualified for the Paſtoral Office than the Man 
who is a Linguiſt, Philoſopher and Logician, 
but ignorant of the grand Doctrines of Chriſti- 
anity; yet certainly a Knowledge of Language 
and Science is neceſſary (I may ſay indiſpenſably 
neceſſary) to complete the Miniſterial Cha- 
racter, in order to be able to confute Gain- 
ſayers: and ſo long as Men poſſelling theſe 
Qualifications joined with Piety and Scriptural 
Learning {hall be found to offer themſelves as 
Candidates for Holy Orders in ſufficient Number 
to ſupply the Miniſtry, ſo long it is to be hoped 
that we tall not ind upon the Bench of Bi- 
ſhops a modern Feroboam, who will “ make, of 
the loweſt of the People, "Fronts of the high 
Places.” 1ſt Kings, xiii. 33. 

However pious and well-diſpoſed Men may 
be, nay, admitting them to be ſo converſant 
with the Scriptures in their native Tongue, 
that, by dint of a good Memory, (which, by 


the bye, is often poſſeſſed by weak Men,) they 


could quote to you almoſt any Paſſage from Ge- 
neſis to Revelations, {till ſomething more is re- 
quiſite to qualify them to wait at the Altar. 
They ſhould poſſeſs a Knowledge of the true Art 
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of reaſoning by Analogy, by comparing Spi- 
ritual Things with Spiritual,“ that by ſuch 
Means they may be able to ſilence the Cavils 
and Objections of the Sophiſt and the Infidel : 
and undoubtedly it is owing to the Ignorance in 
theſe Matters of thoſe who have been admitted 
into the Church, together with the previous Mean- 
neſs of their Rank in Life, that the Miniſtry 
has been brought into Diſrepute, and Infidelity 
gained ground, as well as ſtrengthening the 
Cauſe of Sectaries. | 

The next thing which comes under my Ob- 
ſervations is to queſtion the validity of your 
OkrpinaTion. In p. 31, you ſay that the 
+ Ordinations of the various Bodies of Dit- 
„ ſenters in this Kingdom are as ſolemn in 
** themſelves, and as effectual to every purpoſe 
„ of ſacred Service in the Church of Chrilt, as 
* thoſe of the Miniſters that are Epiſcopally 
* ordained.” That they may be performed 
with as much Solemnity and Decency, I do not 
deny : but that is merely the ceremonial Part 
of the Buſineſs. The important Point is, how 
far they are conformable to the Scriptures, and 
if they are authoriſed to obſerve ſuch Ceremonials. 


. Now to inveſtigate this Matter we mutt refer 


back to the Origin of Sects, and I believe we 
{ſhall generally find theſe proceeding either from 
Pride or Fanaticiſm; either, from a Spirit of Sin- 
gularity that urges a Man to diſtinguiſh himſelt 
from the Herd of Mankind by not walking in tle 


beaten 
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beaten Path with the Multitude; or, from ſome 
wild enthuſiaſtic Notions produced in a Brain 
over-heated with Zeal, and thus inducing a Man 
to ſet out as a general Reformer. Whatever be the 
Motive, when the Object is begun, and a So- 
ciety formed, and likely to increaſe, it then be- 
comes neceſſary to adopt ſome means for the 
Enlargement and Continuance of it; the firſt 
and moſt principal Concern of which is the Ap- 
pointment of Teachers. Conſequently, fome 
Mode muit be deviſed and inſtituted, having the 
Appearance of a ſolemn and ſacred Call to that 
Otlice. Hence then we come to Ordination: and 
to prove the Fallacy, or I ſhould rather ſay the 
Invalidity, of the Diſſenters' Ordination, it ſeems 
requiſite to have a brief hiſtorical Account of it 
from the earlieſt Ages. Indeed we have no need 
to.go any farther than the Foundation of the 
Evangelical Miniſtry; but a ſhort Sketch of the 
Levitical may not be unintereſting, nor wholly 
irrelative to the Point in Queltion. Under the 
Law the Prieſthood was confined to one Tribe 
only ; and out of that Tribe, only one Family to 
the higheſt Sacerdotal Dignity. As the wiſe 
Author of Eccleſiaſticus informs us, He exalted 
{++ Aaron and gave him the Prieſthood among the 
People. He choſe him out of all Men living 
to offer Sacrifices unto the Lord, and to make 
„ Reconciliation for his People.” Ch. xlv. 6, 
7, and 16. But this carnal Propagation of the 
Prieſthood juſtly ceaſing, there is now a never- 

ending 
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ending Miniſterial 'Succeſſion ſprritually propa- 
gated to the End of the World, which is con- 
veyed down to us through the Virtue of the 
Holy Spirit, and which began with the Apoſto- 
lical Ordination: or, to expreſs myſelf in the 
clear and elegant Diction of one of our Right 
Rev. Prelates, The excluſive Commiſſion of 
A the preſent Miniſtry is derived from Chriſt 
** himſelf, through the Apoſtles, by that mode 
of Conveyance which the Apoſtles themſelves 
appointed for the perpetual Tradition of the 
*+* Paſtoral Office and Authority.” For Apoſto- 
lic Sentiments on this Matter, I refer my Read- 

ers to ch. vii. of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. 
However, to go back to the Levitical Prieſt- 
hood; when any Man was to be * ſet over the 
*+ Congregation to lead them out and bring 
„them in, that the Congregation of the Lord 
might not be as Sheep without a Shepherd,” 
(which elegant and divine Expreſſions are tanta- 
mount to what we vulgarly call being made a Par- 
| Jon), we find that he was empowered to take 
upon himſelf this Office by the impoſition 
of Hayds. Now by Whom was he empowered 
to do this? Not by the Prieſt alone, but by 
one of higher Dignity ; as we ſee when the Lord 
appointed that Joſhua ſhould be called to this 
ſacred Employment, he ** commanded Moles 
„to take Joſhua, and ſet him before Eleazar 
the Prieſt, and before all the Congregation, 
and lay his Hands upon him, and give him a 
++ Charge 
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% Charge in their Sight; and Moſes did as the 
© Lord commanded him.” Numbers, xxvil. 22. 
Now if the Almighty had been 1o pleaſed, he 
might have communicated the ſame Power to 
Eleazar the Prieſt, but he choſe to confirie it to 
thoſe of the higheſt Rank, perhaps as ſignifying 
to us, emblemetically, that it is one of the highelt 
Dignities a Man can be invelted with to miniſter 
before the Lord, and to offer up the Sacrifices--- 
of Prayers; thereby teaching us alſo that there 
are Diverſities of Gifts and different Admini- 
ſtrations, and inſtructing us in a Leſſon of Subor- 
dination, that we may have due Reſpect to them 
* who have the Rule over us.” “ 

A Syſtem of Eccleſiaſtic Government ſimilar 
to that I have now been deſcribing, was inſti- 
tuted by our Saviour when he commillioned 
his Apoſtles to © go and teach all Nations, and 
lo J am with you always to the End of the 
„% World:” and it is manifeſt from authentic 
and undoubted Hiſtory, excluſive of the Apo- 
ſtolic Writings, that they exerciſed the Power 
which they received of conferring the Miniſ- 
terial Office upon others, and they alfo upon 
others ſucceſſively. And St. Paul afterwards, 
who had the ſame Power given him in a 
miraculous Manner from Heaven, as the Reſt 
of the Apoſtles received from our Saviour 
while on Earth, as he ſent Timothy and Titus 
to be Labourers in the Vineyard of his Lord 


and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, ſo he gave them Power 


to 
See Note at the End. 
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ſend others; which is evident from his ſaying 
to the one, © Lay HANDS ſuddenly on no Max;” 
1 Tim. v. 22. and to the other, ſays he, Fon 
% THIs Caust LEFT I THEE in Crete, that thou 
„ {honldit ſet in Order the Things that are 
* wanting, and ORDAIN Elders in every City 
as I aeeornTtd Thee.” Titus i. 5. Now Ti- 
mothy and Titus were both of them Biſhops; 
the one over the Church at Epheſus, tlie other 
over that at Crete. [This Remark indeed is 
unneceſſary to be made to you, but I conſider 
myſelf as writing not only to you, but to Perſons 
who are not ſo well read in Church Hiſtory as 
you are.*] By virtue of their Office, as being 
of the higheſt ſacerdotal Dignity, they were autho- 
rized to lend out other Labourers for the Chriſ- 
tian Harveit : but we have no Proot that this 
Power was communicated, by either of them 
or any other Biſhop, indiſcriminately to thoſe 
Elders whom they ordained, but was a Privilege 
confined ſolely to each Biſhop in his own Pro- 
vince, till he went the Way of all Fleſh, and 
flept with his Fathers; and then one of the 
Elders no doubt was elected in his Place; and 
thus a regular and duly authorized Prieſthood 
has been continued down to the preſent Day. 
And here let me make one Obſervation, which, 
however it may ſtartle ſome of my Readers, is 
my real Sentiment: if erroneous I hope fome 
Chriſtian Brother will correct me with Kind- 
neſs. My Opinion is, that thoſe Orders given 
by a Roman Catholic Biſtop are equally valid 


with 
* See Note at the End, 


1 
with ſuch as are received under the Hands of a 
Proteſtant Biſhop, and (to uſe your own Lan- 
guage) as effectual to every purpole of Sacred 
* Service in the Church:” though I do not ſay 
that ſuch Ordination gives them Power to of- 
ficiate in our Churches, until they have publicly 
recanted and abjured thoſe Opinions and Tenets 
of the Church of Rome which we hold to be 
erroneous and damnable. | 
But though I cannot deny the Validity of 
Romiſi Ordination as being Epiſcopal, and fo far 
according to the Eccleſiaſtic Syſtem under both 
the Law and the Goſpel in primitive Times, 
yet I flatly deny the Suthciency of thoſe Orders 
which are conterred by the Diſſenters of every 
Denomination; ſince none of the Inſtitutors of 
Sects had attained Epiſcopal Dignity. Neither 
James Arminius, Nicholas Storke, nor his Succeſſor, 
Jom of Leyden, (the Taylor,) who founded the 
Sect of Anabaptiſts, had ever arrived to mitred 
Supremacy, and conſequently had never any 
lawful Authority to fend out others as Miniſters 
of the Goſpel. But as they well knew that no 
Bithop would ordain Men to exercile the Prielily 
Function, who were the avowed Adherents of 
their idle Dreams and viſionary Opinions, they 
were therefore under the Neceſſity of ſuffering 
the Sects they had founded to be annihilated 
for want of ſucceſſive Paſtors being nominated, 
or elſe they mult aſſume the Power of delegating 
Perſons to thoſe Duties! and thus, rather than 
E relinquiſh 
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relinquiſh one Error, they commit another, 
„ and the laſt State of that Man is worſe than 
++ the firſt:“ and by the ſame Way is the Crime 
tranſmitted from Generation to Generation, 
till at laſt the Tilegality of the Founder is ſwal- 
lowed up in the Gulph of Oblivion; and Men 
will be then found poſſeſſing Effrontery enough 
to publiſh to the World that “ the Ordina- 
„ tions of theſe Diſſenters are as effectual to 
every purpole of ſacred Service in the Church, 
Das thoſe which are Epilcopally ordained.” 
But a turbid Fountain cannot fend forth limpid 
Waters; neither can an Error in the Beginning 
be juſtified by Continuance, but rather Vres ac- 
quit eundo, it gathers Strength, like a Snow Ball, 
by rolling, and the Malignity of the Crime is 
heightened by its Duration. 

The foregoing Reaſoning is quite applicable 
to your Founder, John Weſley ; and as he never 
attained the Lawn Sleeves (I mean the Rank that 
would entitle him to wear them) ſo was he 
never endued with any more Authority to fend 
out Goſpc! Miniſters, than Eleazar was under the 
Law; unilcis Pride and Fanaticiſm could autho- 
rife him, and if ſo, he was fully empowered; for 
few Men, it any, ever pollclied a larger Share 
of both; and I have not the moſt diſtant doubt 
that it was the Combination of theſe two Prin- 
ciples which actuated him to become a Theolo- 
gical Demagogue, or Spiritual Leader of a de- 
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zuded People: ſo that there is every Reaſon to 
acquieſce with the Truth of Dr. Tatham's Ex- 
preſſion, when he calls you Self-ordained. 

In p. 32, after mentioning, what cannot be 
denied, that * Perſons manifeſtly Un-holy offer 
„ themſelves as Candidates for Holy Orders,“ 
you obſerve, that Hands {whether Holy or Un- 
* holy I will not ſay) are not ſeldom laid on ſuch.” 
Now Mr. B. though there is an invidious, un- 
charitable, and I may therefore ſay, wihholy Dil- 
poſition ſhown in this Sentence, (1 allude to the 
Words in Italics), which ſavours more of bitter 
Party Zeal than a true Chriſtian Spirit, yet the 
Verity of your concluſive Aﬀertion cannot be 
refuted. It certainly does often happen that bad 
Men are admitted to Holy Orders. But where 
does the Fault lie? Neither in the Biſhop alone, 
nor the ſacred Body at large, but in the People: 
for the Church hath provided Laws to guard 
againſt ſuch Evils. I prefume you well know 
that each Perſon who is to be admitted a Can- 
didate for Holy Orders, muſt produce (exclu- 

five of a Teſtimonial, ſigned by three reſpectable 
Clergymen, or from his College,) a Paper called 
a &i quis, which is to be publithed in luis Pariſh 
Church, that if any Perſons know any thing to 
alledge againſt him which may diſqualify him 
for that Office, he may not impoſe upon his 
Dioceſan, and ſurreptitiouſly take Orders. 

Whenever ſuch Accuſation has been laid be- 
fore a Biſhop, I challenge you or any Man to 

E 2 produce 
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produce a ſingle Inſtance where Orders have 
been conterred upon that Perſon, without the 
Allegations being proved falſe and malicious, or 
till ſome time has elapſed, wherein the Delin- 
quent hath ſhewn evident Signs of Contrition, 
by Amendment of Life. Tt cannot be ſuppoſed 
that Biſhops can know either the Virtues or 
Vices of every Perſon who applies to them tor 
Orders, (unleſs they poſſeſſed the penetrating 
Diſcernment of Lavater, and could read the Man's 
Heart in his Countenance,) and therefore ſuch 
Methods are adopted in order that the Miniſtry 
be not blamed ; and in caſe nothing appears to 
the Diſparagement of the Applicant, it is a tacit 
Acknowledgment that ſuch who apply are not 
objectionable, provided they are found ſuflicient 
in Attainments of Literature. Now if any of 
you methodiſtical Saints ſhould hear this &i quis 
publiſhed (which you certainly would if you 
regularly attended divine Service in the Pariſh 
Churches where you dweil), and know aur thing 
of the young Man to juliity an Impeachment, 
it ſhould be your Buſineſs, as it is your Duty, 
immediately to apprize bis Lordſhip, that Scan- 
dal may not be brought upon the Miniſtry, by 
the Admiſſion of fo improper a Perton ; and 
this conduct you, as well as ail others, are bound 
to oblerve in Foro Conſcientie,* but more particu- 

* In the Cn of Conſcieace, tiat is abithin every Man; though 


in many i.ulances, i believe it is ſomething like oug County- 
(tuts, its Laws are much neglected. 
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lariy you, as you profeſs ſo much mote Righte- 
ouſneſs than other Men. This Conduct would 
redound more to your Credit and good Repute 
with the World, than by lamenting and inveigh- 
ing againit the Depravity of the Clergy, and 
urging their Immorality as a Plea for your 
Schiſm. 

The next Object cf my Inveſtigation is your 
Loyalty, and Profeſſions of Attachment to Go- 
vernment. That you are either averſe to Kingly 
Government in general (as ſome of the Diſſenters 
are well known to be), or have any perſonal An- 
tipathy to our preſent molt gracious Sovereign 
in particular, is what I dare not aſſert; and, for 
ought I know to the contrary, you may be firm. 
Friends to the Form of Government now efla- 
bliſhed in this Kingdom, as you proſeſs, p. 33; 
but certainty you give ſome room to queſtion 
your Attachment. In p. 55, you jnform us, 
that © one of the Minutes i your Conterence 
«© latt Year, was, that ncuc of you thould, either 
in Writing or Converſaiion, ſpeak lightly or 
+« irreverently of the Government under which 
„ he lives.” Now there is a kind of jeſuitical 
Reſerve in a Word of this Sentence. What do 
you mean by Government? Do yuu take it oniy 
in Parte, or in Toto? If you conſine its Meauing 
only to a Part, I ſuppoſe you mean to ſay that 
you ſhall not ſpeak zrreverently of, nor calumni- 
ate, the Lord Chancellor, the Atturncy General, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or any of our 

great 


„ 

great Officers of State. A very wiſe Reſolution 
indeed! forit you did, perhaps you would find, 
what you threaten the Univerſity of Oxford 
with, that the Law was MADE ror Tut LawLEss. 
Thanks to the Firmneſs of our Legiſlators, and 
the Spirit of our Legiſtature in the Doctrine of 
Libels, the Tongues and Pens of the calumnious, 
the refractory, and evil-minded, muſt now be 
more cautious how they ** ſpeak Evil of Digni- 
ties, than what they were ſome time ago, or 
they will find that their virulent Speeches will 
not paſs with Impunity. But it by Government 
you mean to include every Branch of it, I 
think you need not be told that the Clergy have 
been deemed, in every wiſe Legiſlature, as the 
firſt and moſt important Branch that ſhoots forth 
from this 'Trunk; and accordingly they have 
been always careful to preſerve it as free from 
Injuries as they poſſibly could. Now, Sir, I 
appeal to yourſelf whether you have acted in 
exact Conformity with the Spirit of that Reſo- 
lution entered in your Minute Book laſt Year, 
provided the word GoveRnMEeNT is to be inter- 
preted in the Senſe I have laſt given.---If you 
have not * frated againſt us with malicious 
++ Words,” have you not written againſt us? 
Have you not lifted up the flanderous Weapon 
to wound this important Branch ? and though it 
is too ſtrong for your Arm to cut down, even if at- 
ſiſted by all your Society, yet you are deter- 
mined to notch and maim it, and prevent the 

kes 


1 
free Circulation of its Juices, leſt it ſhould 
bear Fruit and flourih. 
In plain Terms, and without a Metaphor, 


have you not vilified and traduced a reſpectable 


Body of Men? have you not aſſumed the Office 
of Cenſor-general, and fat upon them in Judg- 
ment ? Have you not repreſented them to the 
World, as a Claſs, the great Majority of whom 
do not ** feel inwardly” (ſee p. 44) that Love for 
a crucified Saviour, which the Society of Me- 
thodiſts do find working in their Hearts ;---the 
Teachers of which immaculate Aſſembly of Saints 
are in their Conduct ſaid to be irreproachable,” 
(36) and the Followers blameleſs.“ (50) 

But theſe are not the only Inſtances of Illiberality 
and unjuſtifiable Expreſſions to be met with 
throughout your Defence. In p. 42, you accuſe 
the Doctor with exciting a Mob of Gownfmen, 
++ Gamelters, 'Tinkers and Ale-ſellers, (not to 
mention B----ds and Wh----s), armed with 
Sticks and Spears againſt a Company of in- 
{+ offenſive, peaceable, and well-behaved People, 
+ aſſembled to hear that genuine Goſpel, which 
„ You, Sir, ſeldom, if ever preach, &c.” Was 
there ever a ſtronger Inſtance of Phariſaical 
Pride and Inſolence, than this Sentence preſents 
to us? But ſome Men have Impudence enough 
to ſay any thing; and I think, Sir, that you 
are not at all defective in this Reſpect. Cer- 
tainly you ſometimes throw off the Sanctity of 
your Character, or you would never utter Ex- 
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preſſions which a drunken Bargeman would not 
have the Audacity to aſſert. He would not have 


called the Clergy © Servants of the Devil,” 


which you have in p. 26, (if not in expreſs 
Terms, yet certainly by Implication,) when 


you are comparing the Conduct of the Metho- 


diſts with ours reſpecting ſuch Perſons as they 
deem qualified “ to overſee and feed the Flock 
* of Chriſt.” But this Phariſaical Boaſting, this 
Self- righteouſneſs, is one leading Feature in the 
Methodiſtic Countenance. You are for aſcrib- 
ing all Sanctity to Yourſelves, but declaring all 
others to be © far from Righteouſneſs.” Iſaiah, 
ch. xlii. 12. You are all too fond, like the 
Thariſees in former times, of “ thanking God 
that you are not as other Men are,“ not re- 
membering that theſe Self-juftifiers were abo- 
minable in the Sight of God, while the poor 
peinitent Publicans and Harlots were deemed fair 
Objects on whom to exerciſe the Divine Mercy. 
The next thing I have to object to, is, that 
dictatorial Spirit of yours, which, inſtead of 
modeſily ſtating your Opinion, aſſumes the impe- 
rious Language of an unſubdued Mind that is 
tond of Power, and ſays © Go rorTn from Place 
* to Place, and PREACH AS THEY po.“ I here 
expreſs my abhorrence of both the Manner and 
Matter of this Sentence. The Tone 1s too arbi- 
trary, and the Command is erroneous in its 

Principles. 
Itinerant 
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Itinerant Preaching is neither requiſite nor 
proper in any Country where Chriſtianity is the 
eftabliſhed Religion. It may indeed be both ne- 
ceſſary and expedient in thoſe parts of the Globe 
which lie in Darkneſs, and where we wiſh to 
diſſeminate the Seeds of the Goſpel; but where 
the foſtering Hand of Power hath cheriſhed its 
Growth ti!l its Branches cover the Land, there 
it does not want the Care and Skill of the itinerunt 
Huſbandman. The regular Servants of the Vine- 
yard are ſufficient to manage and culture the 
Vine. Let it not be urged, in Fuftification of this 
Conduct, that this Mode of conveying the 
Knowledge of Chriſt crucified is in conformity 
to the Practice of the Apoſtolic Teachers, who 
went about preaching the Goſpel from Ctiy to 
City, from Derbe to Lyſtra, and Lyſtra to 
Iconium, and ſo forth, confirming the Souls of 
the Diſciples, and exhorting them to continue 
in the Faith.” Acts, xiv. 22. That Reaſoning 
will not hold good, in theſe Days, in this Coun- 
try. Many of thoſe Laws which are adopted 
in the Infancy of a State, {be it Civil or Religious, } 
in progreſs of Time are found neceſſary to be 
repealed, and others ſubſtituted in their Room. 
This was exemplihed in the Chriſtian State; for 
when the Secular Arm was extended in Defence 
and Support of its Profeſſors, then we find that 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus reverberated through 
the Temples, inſtead of private Houſes, and ** the 
* School of Tyrannus,” and a regular Church- 

F Government 
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Government began to be eſtabliſhed, and every 
Paſtor had his ſeparate Diſtrict, over the Souls 
of which Inhabitants he was appointed to watch: 
which was the ſame in principle to our Diviſion by 
Pariſhes, only of larger extent. If this Preach- 
ing from Place to Place had been an eſſential 
part of the Goſpel Miniſtry, and to continue 
through all Ages, it is unaccountable to me that 
almoſt all thoſe pious and leurned Men who have 
lived during the laſt 15 or 16 Centuries, ſhould 
never have been of that Opinion, and ated ac- 
cordingly. Beyond all doubt, many have been as 
well qualified for ſuch Labours as was John Wel- 
ley, or any of his Society. I mean they have 
had as large a Meaſure of the Spirit poured upon 
them both with reſpect to Piety and Elocution : 
(though perhaps in Old Women's Tales and a haughty 
Spirit Mr. W. may have the Advantage). Of 
many inſtances that might be enumerated I ſhall 
adduce only one of a modern Date, and that 
was the truly pious John Fletcher of Madely, in 
Shropſhire; the Memory of whoſe Virtues is 
now deep engraven on tlie Kearts of many of his 
late Pariſhioners, and the Conſolations of whoſe 
Doctrine many have already experienced in their 
dying Hours; a Man of fo much Benevolence and 
Chriſtian Meeknels, that I verily believe more 


ſincere and genuine Piety circulated through the 


leaſt of his Fingers, though he died young, than 
ever flowed through Mr. Weſley's Heart during 
a Life of upwards of Fourſcore Years. He, in- 

ſtead 


13 
ſtead of being impelled by the ambitious Hopes 


of being Leader of a numerous Sect, or prompted 
by wild Enthuſiaſtic Notions of becoming a ge- 
neral Reformer, thought he ſhould be fulfilling 
his Duty in as acceptable a manner to God, and 
rendering as eſſential a Service to the Intereſts 
of Chrift's Kingdom, by a regular, conſcientious, 
and zealous Regard to the Diſcharge of his Obli- 
gations as a Pariſh-Prieft, as if he compaſſed Sea 
and Land to make Proſelytes. He knew, what 
the Works of Creation clearly proved to him, 
that God was a God of Order, not of Confuſion ; 
and as he preſented the World with a beautiful 
Portrait of St. Paul,”* fo the Precepts of the 
A poſtle were ſtrongly impreſſed upon his Mind, 
and exemplified in his Manners, and particu- 
larly that where he recommends, * Let all 
„things be done decently, and in Order.” 1 
Corinth. xiv. 40. So much, Sir, for Objec- 
Lions to Itinerant Preaching. The next Point to 
be conſidered is what regards the Manner of 
Preaching. 

After having given the Clergy ſome very excel- 
len: Counſel for enabling them to the effectual diſ- 
charge of that Vocation whereunto they are 
called.“ you conclude intheſe Words,“ With 
« 21 Mind charmed with the Beauties, and with 
« the Terrors, exhilarated with the Joys, or 
e melted and refreſhed with the Conſolations 
© of Divine Truth, go up into the Pulpit, and 
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* out of the ABUNDANCE Or Your HEaRrTs, LET 
% your MovTns s$eeak.” p. 45. From theſe 
Words, and what preced-d them, not a doubt 
remains that you mean the Diſcourſe ſhouid be 
delivered Extempore. Here again I diſter with 
you, thongh very probably many of my Readers 
may at firſt Sight be of your Opinion. The ex- 
tempore Manner of Elocution, has, I am aware, 
no ſmall Influence in forcing Men into a Belief 
of the great Abilities of their Teacher: and parti- 
cularly with the Vulgar, among whom we often 
hear ſuch a Preacher extolled and praiſed as a 
very fine Men, * for he can TALK BETTER OFF 
* Book, than moſt Parſons can with their Book 
* before them.” For a Man to be thoroughly 


qualified for an extempore Orator in Matters of 


Theology, requires Gifts and Endowments 
which fall to the Share of but very few : and 
whenever we find a Man equal to ſuch a Taſk 
as diſcourſing pertmently and ſenſibly without Notes, 
(for I do not call every extempore Harangue a 
pertinent Diſcourſe, but often a confuled Medley.) 
we may be aſfured that the God of Nature has 
been very bountiful unto that Man with ſome of 
his choiceſt Girts. Here and there we occaſion- 
ally find Men of theſe extraordinary Talents. 
The amiable Fletcher, whom I lately mentioned, 
was an eminent Proof of ſuch rare Abilities 
centered in the ſame Man; and amongſt our Con- 
temporaries now in Exiſtence we may find a 
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De-Courcy of Shrewſbury, a Gf of Wrockwar- 
dine; and thinly diſperſed through the King- 
dom, a few more of theſe ſuper-eminent Cha- 
racters, to whole Pulpit Orations (though de- 
livered extempcre) we may liſten for a very 
conſiderable Space of Time with Profit and 
Plcaſure :---but yet it is by no means to be con- 
cluded, that Men who cannot tpeak like them 
are not of as good Underitanding and Judg- 
ment as they are, or leſs capable to exerciſe the 
Office of Patitors of your Souls. If we take a 
general Eſtimate of Speakers, compared with 
many who are not famous for their Oratory, 
perhaps we {hall find that, in point of Abilities, 
the Balance will incline in Favour of thoſe who 
are not the moſt cloquent ; for though fluency of Speech 
is ſometimes a Gift, yet (where there is no 
great Impediment in the Organs of Voice) it is 
an Art which may be acquired by diligent La- 
bour and Perſeverance :-—and thus it often 
happens that whiie Men are ſtudying to attain that 
Art, they neglect to inform the Judgment with 
ſolid Learning and uſeful Science; and though 
they may have attained ſuch Skill in Rhetoric 
as to entertain you with a great fluency of 
Words, they cannot give you ſo much ſound 
Doctrine and uſetul Matter in their Diſcourſes, 
as thoſe who neglected to cultivate the Art of 
Speaking, whilit they were laying in a Store of 
deep Learning, by hard Study and Meditation. 
Thus 


(35-3 
Thus then we muſt in general give the Preference 
to thoſe Sermons which are delivered from 
Writing, which being calmly and deliberately di- 
geſted Day after Day, and the Thoughts properly 
arranged and dreſſed before they appear in 
Public, are thereby always more conciſe, more 
commected, and clearer than thoſe which are the 
Effuſions of the Moment, or even thoſe which 
have proceeded from previous Meditation, but 
Entruited to the Memory till the Time of Ut- 
terance. You, indeed, (in order to juſtify the 
general Uſage of your Society), are pleaſed to 
condemn the ** unnatural, forced, diſtant, and in- 
affecling Method of coldly reading a pre-com- 
* poted Diſcourſe.” p. 45. But a Man muſt 
have no Senſtbility in his Frame, nor Piety in 
his Soul, who cannot preach with Fervency the 
Sermon which he has either compoſed in his Clo- 
ſet, or even tranſcribed from ſome approved 
Author. For my own Part, (but I hope none 
of my Readers will charge me with Vanity when 
I ſpeak of myſelf, only by way of illuſtrating 
my Argument,) I know myſelf capable of de- 
livering a written Diſcourſe in a Manner that 
fall both edify my Hearers, and impreſs them 
with Principles of Devotion to God, and Love 
to Man ; but if I was to attempt the Plan you 
recommend, I am well convinced (though not 
from Experiment) that I ſhould only advance 
a Fumble of Crudities; unleſs I was to take as 


much TURE in ſearching for proper Thoughts as 
I ſhould 
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I ſhould with a Pen in my Hand for the purpoſe 
of decyphering them upon Paper; and ſuch au 
interval of Silence (I think you will admit) 
would not well ſuit with the Nature of a public 
Oration. I might indeed be able to find Hords 
enow to keep my Tongue in Action, but then 
I fear the Thougits would not be worth liſtening 
to: unconnected, vague, and nugatory ! The 
Man who ſpeaks moſt does not always ſpeak belt, 
nor is moſt Inſtruction always to be derived 
from his voluble Eloquence. You recommend 
the Speakers at the Bar and Senate as a 
Model for our Imitation.” (p. 45). Permit 
me juſt to obſerve to you, that the“ deep 
Things of God” cannot properly be compared 
with Matters of meer luman Concern; and LI 
bave ſeen it ſomewhere judiciouſly obſerved, 
(but where I now forget) that to form the Mi- 
niſterial Character in Perfection requires a 
larger combination of intellectual Gifts and At- 
tainments than any other Profeſſion or Depart- 
ment of Life whatever. We may imitate our 
public Pleaders with Profit in many Reſpects ; 
but the Subjects which we diſcuſs are of too mo- 
mentous Concern to truſt to ſuch Explanations 
of them as we may give in the Pulpit, if we 
have not our Thoughts before us ſpecified at 

the Pen's Point :---whereas if Men err in thoſe 
| Matters, the Error is not of ſuch dangerous 
Conſequence. Io be ſure a partial and biaſſed 
Peruſal of the Scriptures may induce ſuck Read- 


ers 
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ers to ſide with you in Opinion reſpecting the 
extempore Mode of Preaching : for they will per- 
ceive Chriſt told his Diſciples, that, when they 
were brought before Magiſtrates and Powers on 
account of believing in him, they ſhould “ take 
„no Thought what they ſhould anſwer, or what 
„ they ſhould ſay, for the Hor GHosr sHouLD 
* TEACH THEM in the ſame Hour war They 
* OUGHT ro sax.“ Yet in Spite of this Promiſe, 
I believe that few, if any, of your exfempore 
Preachers truſt wholly to Inſprratton. Have you, 
or any of your Preachers, the Aſſurance to ſay 
that they feel the influence of the cloven Tongue 
operating upon them at ſuch times ? If Charity 
did not forbid ſuch a Suppoſition as follows, I 
ſhould as ſoon be induced to ſuppoſe they were 
actuated by a cloven Foot. Milton allows the Devil 
to poſſeſs a large Share of Eloquence, and the 
Scriptures tell us that Satan hath the Power ** of 
*« transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light;” 
(refer to 2d Corinthians, xi. 14.) and I be- 
lieve it has not ſeldom happened that ſome of the 
vileſt Diſpoſitions have decetved Mankind by al- 
ſuming the ſtrongeſt Appearances of Sanctity. 
Theſe, Mr. Benſon, are my Thoughts reſpecting 
this mode of Preaching. If you, or any other 
Perſon thould wilh to ſee the Subject more ably 
diſcuſſed, I reter you to Biſhop Bull's 1oth Ser- 
mon, 8vo. Edition, from this Text, 2d Timo- 
thy, ch. iv. V. 13. 


In 
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In p. 56 are a few Sentences full of Incon- 
gruity and Abſurdity, and contradictory to what 
you before advanced reſpecting the Depravity 
of the eſtabliſhed Clergy of this Realm. *© In 
„ ſome Places, not a Dozen perhaps in all Eng- 
land, where the Pariſhes are very wide, and 
* the People live ſeveral Miles diſtant from the 
Church, we preach in Church Hours. Secondly, 
we do the ſame in ſome Places where the Mi- 
niſters are notoriouſly wicked, or ſtrenuouſſy 
inculcate Doctrines which we judge of dan- 
gerous Tendency.” | 
Now out of about 10,000 Pariſhes (which 
are ſaid to be in England) not a Dozen Places 
are to be found where the Miniſters are notori- 
ouſly wicked, or inculcate Doctrines of a danger- 
ous Tendency. Now ſince you yourlelf have 
declared this, I beg leave to aik, where then is 
the univerſal Depravity of the Clergy, againſt 
which you have ſo largely exclaimed? And 
on what Pretext therefore do you now found 
the Neceſſity of theſe Sciiſmatical Teachers of 
Methodiſm? Again you ſubjoin © But even at 
** theſe Places we avoid adminiſtering the Lord's 
++ Supper, that our Societies, may, at all op- 
portunities, communicate in the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, which many Thouſands of them fail 
not ſtatedly to do.” Is it not aſtoniſhing 
that Mankind ſhould ve fo deluded as to follow 
the Miniſtry of thoſe Men who are only HaLe 
Miniſters. If you are competent to preach the 
G Word, 
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Word, Year after Year, certainly you muſt be 
to adminiſter in the moſt lolemn Othces of that 
Religion you profeſs to teach. Preaching is a 
means of Grace as well as the Sacraments, for 
we are told that © Faith cometh by Hearing.“ 
Romans, x. 17. Now if you are duly qualified 
to communicate the one, certainly you may the 
other. Why then do you refuſe to convey this 
means of Sanctification to your Followers, par- 
ticularly ſo when the Bleſſing and Preſence of 
the Lord [as you repreſent} is ſo cloſely connected 
with the Piety of the Men who are the Inſtru- 
ments of conveying it. Perhaps yolf may ſup- 
poſe that the Methodiſtic Teachers are, like St. 
Paul, ſent rather to preach. The Apoſtle indeed 
does declare to the Corinthians that Chriſt ſent |, 
him not to baptize, but to preach the Goſpel. 1ſt 
Corinthians, 1. 17. 

The Reaſon of his ſaying thus (if we may 
venture to aſſign a Reaſon on this occaſion) was 
not that he deemed himſelf either too good or 
too bad to adminiſter this Sacrament, but that 
he knew the Efficacy of it was equally the ſame 
if the Laver of Regeneration“ was conveyed 
by the Hands of any other Perſon duly called to 
the Prieſtly Office ; whereas he knew that the 
Lord had given to Him a larger meaſure of the 


Gift of Ulterance, than he had to moſt others, and 


therefore is was likely that he ſhould be more 
ſucceſsful, by the Force of his Eloquence, ** in 
++ turning 
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turning the Hearts of the Diſobedient to the 
„ Witdom of the Juſt.” Luke, 1. 17. | 

But I am now almoſt tired of Argument my- 
ſelf, and my Readers perhaps will be no leſs 
weary. I ſhall therefore conclude in a few 
Words. As to your Cenſures on Univerſity 
Education (p. 21) they may have ſome Truth in 
them, but I have paſſed by them without Com- 
ment, as I am incompetent to diſcuſs the Mat- 
ter with Juſtice; not having the HoN OUR of 
being a Member of either Univerſity. The 
Refutations of any Miſrepreſentations on this 
ſubject Ideave to thoſe who know more of Col- 
legiate Tuition than what I do, or perhaps ever 
ſhall. 

Of ſuch Parts of your Defence as I have not 
objected to, you may ſuppoſe I am in general 


a warm Admirer; and ſincerely wiſh that a ſimi- 
lar Aﬀection fo what you feel for the divine 
Immanuel, who {led his Blood for our Sins on 
Mount Calvary, was univerſally felt by the 
Prieſts and People of this Land, and through the 
whole Chriſtian World; and hope too that tae time 
is not far diſtant, when the Prophetical Decla- 
ration ſhall be fulfilled, that the Earth ſhall be 
full of the Knowledge and Love of the Lord, as 
the Waters cover the Sea.” Iſaiah, xi. 9. If 
you are firmly perſuaded that ſuch a Schiſmatical 
Conduct as you have hitherto purſued be right 
in the fight of God, by all means perſevere in 
it to the End of your Liſe; but if you think 
with me that unneceſſary Separation and Differ- 
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ence for Non-eſſentials be a Sn, you will ceaſe 
from the Error of your Ways; and, if J was 
worthy to advife you, it ſhould be to take Ex- 
ample by St. Paul, and to eſpouſe that Cauſe 
which you have hitherto fo cruelly perſecuted. 
It would not diſgrace you to enter the Miniſtry ;--- 
that Miniſtry which you have reviled, and that 
Part of the Government of which you certainly 
have ſpoken irreverently in Writing, if not in 


Converfation. Though you are advanced in 


Years, yet be pleaſed to remember that he who 
entered the Vineyard at the 11th Hour, re- 


© ceived equal Wages with thoſe who had borne 


the Heat and Burthen of the Day.“ Matthew, 

XX, 12. | 
Beiore I conclude I muſt pay that Tribute of 
Approbation to the Methodiſts, to which, I really 
think, they are entitled; and that is, that they 
certainly have been inſtrumental to produce a 
Reformation in the Morals of many profitzgate 
Characters, (particularly in populous Neigh- 
bourhoods,) by giving them a Knowledge of 
thoſe Scriptural Truths of which they had other- 
wiſe remained ignorant; and fo far (it multi be 
confeſſed) they have contributed to improve 
the Face of Society. But perhaps an unfair 
Advantage may be taken of this Conceſſion, and 
it may be repreſented to Mankind that it this is 
admitted by the Enemies of Methodiſm, it is a tacit 
(however unwiii.ns) Acknowlec ment that the 
Methodiihtc Teachers are not on:y uſetul, but 
necel- 


(345 


neceſſary and commendable. Now this I deny; 
and, in ſupport of my Opinion, beg leave to 
refer theſe Self-ordained theological Inſtructors to 
the Conſideration of thoſe few Words in the 1 
Verſe of Ch. ii. of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, ** SHALL WE CONTINUE IN SIN FHAT GRACE 
* MAY ABOUND? Go roktip!” Now though the 
Zeal of ſome of the eſtabliſhed Miniſters, who 
are piaced in populous Pariſhes, may not have 
penetrated into thoſe remote Corners where the 
Methodiſts have found a Way, yet the Paſtors 
of the Eſtabliſhment are not the only Perſons 
to be blamed on this account. The People them- 
ſelves are in fault. They need not ** periſh 
through Lack of Knowledge,” but if they will 
e for the Knowledge of their Duty, they 
have means put in their Power to attain it, 
They have, throughout the Kingdom, a regular 
Miniſtry of the Word preached, and under that 
they may profit if they have a Diſpoſition to in- 
creaſe in Holineſs. If they have not, but are 
determined to continue in Ignorance, and to 
follow the Ways of Sin, their Deſtruction is of 
themle:ves; and through their own Perverſe- 
nels they mult periſh everlaſtingly. Its true 
indeed that the Zeal of the Pallor, it he has a 
ſincere Love for Souls, ſhould in ſome meaſure 
keep pace with the Wants of his Flock, but (as 
1 faid before) his Neglect will not in the leaſt 
exculpate theirs, ſo far as they err wilfully, and 
obſtinately perſiſt to ſhun Inſtruction, and de- 

ſpite 
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ſpiſe Reproof. Agreeably then to this Sentiment 
of St. Paul's, juſt quoted, no Men ſhould continue 
in the Sin of Schiſm, or of unlawfully aſſuming the 
Paſtoral Office, merely that the Grace of Spiritual 
Knowledge may be diffuſed by them among the 
People. With whatever ardent Zeal ſome Men 
may pretend toa regard for the Everlaſting Wel- 
fare of their Fellow Creatures, I think no Per- 
ſon, who is in his right Senſes, would enſure, 
nor even hazard, ſo tremendous a Fate as his own 
Damnation, on purpoſe to be conducive to the 
Salvation of others. 

T ſhall now, Sir, leave you to your own Reflec- 
tions, requeſting you to * meditate upon theſe 
* things;” and though I cannot ſuppoſe you will 
give yourſelf wholly to them,” yet, if you 
ſhould think proper to reply to theſe few Hints, 
J hope it will contain as much (or more) ſolid 
Reaſoning, and as little Virulence, as you find 
herein. The ſame benevolent and pious with 
with which you conclude your ſecond Letter be the 
finiſhing Sentence of mine, May all that ſhall 
name the Name of Chriſt, but eſpectully all that 
{+ ſpeak publicly in his Name, not only be Pro- 
© teffors but Possgssoks of Chriſtianity.” For 
None 1s this Prayer more ardently offered (in 


Conſideration of his great Need) than for him 
who now lubſcribes, 


Your well-wiſher, 


| Wy. RUSSEL. 
Fuly 31, 1793. | 
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FROM P. 2. * If, Sir, you ſhould ever think theſe Hints 
worth a Reply, I have no doubt but you will lay hold on this De- 
claration, and tell me that ſuch Conduct, as here alluded to, is not 
very becoming for a Chriſtian Miniſter. I grant it is not; but, 
Sir, take this with you, that ſuch Language as yours in that Place 
is ſufferable only among thoſe who inhabit the Precin&ts of Bil- 


lingſgate, or who have been educated in fome ſuch a Seminary for 
Politeneſs. 


From P. 4. At the time of tranſcribing theſe Letters for the 
Prefs, I really intended to conceal myſelf under the Signature of 
«© A Minifter of the Church of Eugland; but, upon ſhewing the 
Copy to a Friend, he adviſed me by all means to affix my Name, 
ſince, being in ſome meaſure a perſonal Attack upon an Indivi- 
dual, as well as cenſuring a collective Body, it would be acting 
cowardly not to avow my Name and Reſidence. After ſome Rea- 
ſoning I yielded to his Solicitations; and, though this is the firſt 
time that I have ventured to declare myſelf an Author, yet hope 
and truſt that I ſhall meet with as much candid Judgment upon 
theſe Hints, now the Father of them is known, as if they had come 
before the World with an Orphan-like Character: and what may 
ſtill further conduce to procure a favourable Opinion towards 
them is, to conſider them not as the Reſult of deep and long-con- 
tinued Meditation, but the haſty Compoſition of a few Days. 


From P. 12. * For a more copious Account of Schiſm, I refer 
y Readers to the Abridgment of the London Caſes, by Ben- 
« 

net. n 


"om P. 19. * Of the completion of this Wiſh, there is, how- 
eve ſome Cauſe to deſpair, for tne ſhameful Diſproportion in the 
Church 
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ſpiſe Reproof. Agreeably then to this Sentiment 
of St. Paul's, juſt quoted, no Men ſhould continue 
in the Sin of Schiſm, or of unlawfully aſſuming the 
Paſtoral Office, merely that the Grace of Spiritual 
Knowledge may be diffuſed by them among the 
People. With whatever ardent Zeal ſome Men 
may pretend toa regard for the Everlaſting Wel- 
fare of their Fellow Creatures, I think no Per- 
ſon, who is in his right Senſes, would enſure, 
nor even hazard, ſo tremendous a Fate as his own 
Damnation, on purpoſe to be conducive to the 
Salvation of others. 

I ſhall now, Sir, leave you to your own Reflec- 
tions, requeſting you to“ meditate upon theſe 
* things;” and though I cannot ſuppoſe you will 
give yourſelf wholly to them,” yet, if you 
ſhould think proper to reply to theſe few Hints, 
J hope it will contain as much (or more) ſolid 
Reaſoning, and as little Virulence, as you find 
herein. The ſame benevolent and pious with 
with which you conciude your ſecond Letter be the 
finiſhing Sentence of mine, May all that ſhall 
name the Name of Chriſt, but efpectully all that 
© ſpeak publicly in his Name, not only be Pro- 
„ feflors but PossEssoks of Chriſtianity.” For 
None 1s this Prayer more ardently offered (in 


Conſideration of his great Need) than for him 
who now ſubſcribes, 


Your well-wiſher, 


Wu. RUSSEL. 
July 31, 1793. 
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FROM P. 2. * If, Sir, you ſhould ever think theſe Hints 
worth a Reply, I have no doubt but you will lay hold on this De- 
claration, and tell me that ſuch Conduct, as here alluded to, is not 
very becoming for a Chriſtian Miniſter. I grant it is not; but, 
Sir, take this with you, that ſuch Language as yours in that Place 
is ſufferable only among thoſe who inhabit the Precincts of Bil- 


lingſgate, or who have been educated in ſome ſuch a Seminary for 
Politeneſs. 


From P. 4. At the time of tranſcribing theſe Letters for the 
Prefs, I really intended to conceal myſelf under the Signature of 
« A Minifter of the Church of England ;”* but, upon ſhewing the 
Copy to a Friend, he adviſed me by all means to affix my Name, 
ſince, being in ſome meaſure a perſonal Attack upon an Indivi- 
dual, as well as cenſuring a collective Body, it would be acting 
cowardly not to avow my Name and Reſidence. After ſome Rea- 
ſoning I yielded to his olicitations; and, though this is the firſt 
time that I have ventured to declare myſelf an Author, yet hepe 
and truſt that I ſhall meet with as much candid Judgment upon 
theſe Hints, now the Father of them is known, as if they had come 
before the World with an Orphan-like Character: and what may 
ſtill further conduce to procure a favourable Opinion towards 
them is, to conſider them not as the Reſult of deep and long- con- 
tinued Meditation, but the haſty Compoſition of a few Days. 


From P. 12. * For amore copious Account of Schiſm, I refer 
my Readers to the Abridgment of the London Caſes, by Ben- 
r 


From P. 19. * Of the completion of this Wiſh, there is, how- 
ever, ſome Cauſe to deſpair, for the ſhameful Diſproportion in the 
| f Church 


* 
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Church Revenues, I mean the inadequate Allowance given to the 
inferior Miniſters, certainly, in many Inſtances, acts as a Barrier 
to Men of Talents from becoming Labourers in Chriſt's Vineyard; 
and conſequently, in many Places, the Churches muſt go unſerved, 
or the Biſhops mu admit Men of moderate Learning and Abili- 
tics to ſupply them: yet (though it be at the hazard of my own Wel- 
fare) 1 do not heſitate to declare, that I think, and hope, (nor does 
it require the Spirit of Iſaiah to predict, for the Inferences of 
Reaſon upon the Temper and Diſcernment of the Times, are ſuf- 
ficient to tell us, that) the Period is not very far diſtant, when 
there will be eme Regulation in this reſpect; and our Adverſarics 
will not have ſo juſt Cauſe, as they now have, to revile our Church 
for the accumulated Pluralities and Non-reſidence of our Dignita- 

ries, ſpending molt of their Time, not amongſt their Pariſhioners, 

but at ſome Places of idle Amuſement, while their Flocks are left 
to the Care of Hirelings ill- requited for their Labours. If any of 
my Readers object to the Sentiments contained in this Note, all 

the Reply I ſhall give to them is, to quote that well-known Paſ- 

fage from the Epiſtles of Horace: 


ce St quid noviſti rectius.iſtis, 
«© Candidus imperti; fi non, his utere mecum.”” 


If ought you know more true than here you find, 
Your thoughts make known ; or elle, be of my mind. 


From P. 23. From the foregoing Inſtance the Preſbyterians 
may learn that the Office of a Preſbyter, a Prieſt, or Elder, is not in 
every reſpect equal with that of a Biſhop, but that there are ſome 
Duties peculiar to the higheſt Rank of the Paſtoral Office, excluſive 
of thoſe which they have in common with other Prieſts. | 


From P. 24, Such of my Readers who have attained that Fi: 
wence in Literature mentioned by Mr. Butler in the beginning of 
his Second Canto, viz. 

« There was an ancient ſage Philoſopher, 
Who had read Alexander Rols over, 


will find in p. 42.9 of Mr. Roſs's Panſebeia a Cont radiction to this 
Aſſertion about Timothy and Titus being Biſhops; but as Mr 
Roſs is only there reciting the Tenets of the Preſbyterians, th 
ſhould. reco llect that Men who ſeparate themſelves muft ſay ſo 
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thing to juſtify their Conduct, even if they“ wwreſt the Scriptures 
to their own Deſtruction ;** but I think it evident that they vere 
Biſhops, from the two Pajlages quoted above reſpecting Ordination; 
which from the earlieſt Period was only veited in thoſe of ſupreme 
Dignity, 


From P. 35. A Work, which (as I am informed) was pubh- 
liſhed by this amiable man in French, and fo elegantly tranſ- 
lated into Engliſh by the Rev. Mr. Gilpin, that Mr. F. himſelf 
confeſſed he hardly, knew the Picture he had drawn, the Colour- 
ings had been ſo delicately touched by his Tranſlator, 
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